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Nationally recognized car wash goes solar with
no up front costs through support from MEA

The addition of  solar paneling to the iconic College Park Car Wash pushes this

local small business into the f uture. It also means noticeable monthly  sav ings

f or Dav e Dugof f , owner of  the self -serv e wash.

Through a partnership with budding f inance company  Sky line Innov ations and a

$4,469 grant f rom the Mary land Energy  Administration, Dugof f  installed the

solar paneling with no initial costs. The car wash uses 1,500 to 2,200 gallons of

hot water ev ery  day , and now 30 percent of  the electricity  it uses to heat that

water comes f rom solar energy .

The implementation of  solar paneling on the College Park Car Wash generates

approximately  $370 to $400 of  sav ings ev ery  month. Af ter a portion is used to

pay  of f  the original installation costs, Dugof f  still manages to sav e $55 to $60

each month.

Sky line Innov ations was f ounded to prov ide solar thermal technology  to small

businesses. “[College Park Car Wash] was our f irst sale af ter the company  was

f ounded,” say s Kate Heidinger, project manager at Sky line Innov ations.

“We actually  approached him” say s Heidinger, who had heard through a mutual
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contact that Dugof f  was considering solar paneling.

The day  of  installation was f illed with excitement and anticipation. Heidinger

recalls, “The f irst day  the panels went up, ev ery one in the company  went out”

to support Dugof f  with a cookout.  Heidinger jokes about a Prince George’s

County  police of f icer who stopped to ask why  they  were grilling in the car wash

parking lot. The team answered, “We’re watching our solar sy stem go up!”

Sky line Innov ations, despite their early  arriv al to the solar stage, has an

in-depth knowledge of  the many  incentiv es av ailable both at the Federal and

State lev el. Heidinger conf irmed that their understanding of  MEA’s Mid-Sized

Solar Grant Program play ed a central role in the company ’s ability  to create

monthly  sav ings f or Dugof f .

Through the success of  MEA's Mid-Sized Solar Grant program, the 12 approv ed

projects f or solar photov oltaic sy stems around the State are estimated to add

244 kW of  clean renewable electricity  to Mary land’s grid, and sav e nearly  70

MWh annually .

 The Mary land Energy  Administration of f ers a wide v ariety  of  resources,

strategies and inf ormation to help y ou reduce y our energy  consumption,

increase y our understanding of  alternativ e energy , and ultimately  help EmPower

f ellow Mary landers to take control of  our energy  f uture.  For more detailed

inf ormation, please bookmark MEA's website: http://www.energy .mary land.gov
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